These Germans!

more industrious and more alert than the contented, and the
covetous man more assiduous than the satiated.

OTTO VON  BISMARCK,   1898
#

Strange as it may sound, we might regard the Germans
as a reincarnation of the self-tormenting Jean- Jacques
Rousseau, who was always idly prating of la vertu and la nature,
while he of all men was bursting with libidinous desires and
secret covetousness ; who preached the brotherhood of man
in moving phrases, while his Weltschmer^ arose from nothing
more than unsatisfied egoism.            KARL BLEIBTREU, 1 904

All we Germans are suffering from the hypochondria of
"obligations." They constitute our strength and our weak-

nesses.                                         CHRISTIAN MORGENSTERN,  1910

The German is particularly badly off, on account of the
peculiar unreality of his spirit. In no other human being is
thought so innately alien to life; in his case what Schopen-
hauer declared to be a general truth does actually apply:
the intellect is parasitic on the will. More than any other
human being he lacks the involuntary, matter-of-fact, living
connection between thought and existence, which makes him
sometimes unpractical, sometimes blindly industrious, some-
times an ideologist, sometimes an unscrupulous business man.
For this reason it is extremely difficult for him to manifest
any wholeness in his life, and in particular it places the
greater obstacles in the way of any genuine spiritual culture,
inasmuch as the German soul is innately undifierentiated and
lethargic.                       COUNT HERMANN KEYSERLING, 1921

The German is more of a doctrinaire than any other human
being. In practical questions he is far less able than the
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